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POINTS TO PONDER $.P. Chatted

Aquestion has been raisad about the undesirable issues. Very often philatelists
are advised not to include them in their collections for competitive exhibitions. They are not
only ignored in the exhibitons, but affect the merit of the exhibits. But what are these
underirableissues? Have they been defined properly, identified, and enumerated in lists? Are
the members of the jury unanimous in their reactions to such items in the exhibits? All these
and more questions on the issue are very pertinent to the exhibitors, particularly when so
many regulations and special regulations have been evolved by the FIP lo evaluate the
exhibiles in a scientific, systematic, and uniform manner. |n all fairness, the collectors should
be clearly told what not to exhibit in their collections. This requires a serious thinking by all
concerned.

Postage stamps and other postal stationeries are issued solely for prepayemnt
of postage. When the hobby of stamp collecting became popular and thousands and
thousands of people adopted this hooby irrespective of age, caste, or creed, the Postal
Adminisirations took full advantage of the siluation by issuing all sorls of postage stamps
which are not out of postal necessities but mainly for the purpose of raising mare and more
revenue at the cost of philatefists. They started issuing perforated and imperforated stamps;
the same seties of souvenir sheets of the same face value; issues in various colours for the
same slamp or the same souvenir sheet; reprints of an issue or a arl thereat in the same or
slightly differing form; excessively long commemorative series; excessively high face value;
miniature shesls; issuee with themes foreign to the counlry of issue; issues in abnormally
small quantities; issues with highsurcharges. Allthese andmany other gimmicks, like stamps
of different shapes and sizes, stamps on silk, aluminium, wood, steel foil, plastics, leather, and
gold and silver foils and being brought out only for financial purposes. In many samall
countries, philatelic sales constilute one of the major items of their revenue. Once they got
thetaste of money by exploiting philatelists, it would be very difficultto stop them from bringing
out these unethical issues, This can only be slopped by boycotting the purchase of such
stamps. The FIP (Federation Internationale de Philatelie), from the very day of its existence
(18th June 1926) started combating with allits means these unnecessary and harmful stamp
issues. Itis very unfortunate that, although the FIP has been very successful in many many
burning problems in streamlining the activities of philately, it could not make much progress
throughout these sidyyears of its struggleon thisissue. The FIP always deploredsuch issues
and decided lo ban them in the exhibitions patronised by FIP, It prepared lists of such issues
o criculate them tothe nationalfederations, appealed tothe Postal Adminisirations onseveral
occasions for stopping such issues.

An attemp! has been made in the next issue to indicate the various steps taken
by the FIP from time o lime to eradicate the issues harmful to philately. The readers might
find this interesting and may fike to inform their own considered views on the subject. The FIP
has now prescribed the general criteria for evaluating competitive exhibits and FIP exhibitions
onthe basis of Treatment & Imporiance of he exhibit, Knowledge and Research imparted,
Condition and Rarity of material, and Presentation of the exhibit. As per present principles
enunciated for exhibit composition, an exhibit shall consist solely of appropriate philatelic
material. Do not these so called undesirable issues also fall under appropriate philatelic
Items? The question, therefore, arises as lo whether thera are any such undersirable issues
which should nof be included to avoid devaluing the exhibit?

The FIP will do well to have this clarified once for all to remove the confusion
exdsting in the minds of philatelists and even the jury members.
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UNRECORDED 3 PIES STAMP OF BAMRA
BY SAHADEVA SAHOO

Basudev Sudhal Dev, the Raja and Ruling Chief of Bamra, a native
Feudatory State of the British India, now two subdivisions (viz. Deogarh
and Kuchinda) of the district of Sambalpur, intrduced the British pattern of
administration in his state in 1880, following two spells of all-India tour.
Ostensibly on pilgrimage, the Raja was strongly impressed by developments
he saw during his travels throughout India. Postal facilities were the first
items on his agenda of reforms. He had realised how important they ware
to him during his travel outside the State. He could not have otherwise kept
contact with his Darbar (royal court) at Deogarh. The Raja of Bamra had
already set up a post office at Deogarh. Following the First War of
Independence of 1857 (popularly known as the Sepoy Mutiny) the British
Govemment had restored the foot-ine, badly destroyed by the local
mutineers, between Nagpur and Calcutta, which ran through Raipur,
Sambalpur, via Bamra stats, to Mudnapore. The Raja of Bamra had been
assigned the responsibility of ensuring smooth passage of Imperial Dak
and maintaining Dak Chowkies allalong the route, which was almostalong
the present alignment of the National Highway no.6. The Raja of Bamra
esiablished a post office at Deogarh to take advantage of the Imperial Dak
Service through Sambalpur post office. Though the Raja set up a post
office, stamps were not issued. He had of course issued “formula”
stamppapers to take care of all denominations of court fee payments. To
encourage paople to make use of the State's postal service, the Raja
prescribed a setof Rules forpostage’ on 1.6.1886, providing a concession
of half the British postage rates for all types of postal services within his
stale's limits.

But the people of Bamra were not ready for a postal service of the British
type. Few were mobile enought to need communicating home, none were
literate enough to write a missive, and post office was confined to the
capital. When the Raja was asked to pay required dues to have British post
offices in his state, he refused. The Raja had organised his land-revenue
system which required introduction of stamps for prepaymentof court fees.
He had set up a press at Deogarh and had begun printing state papers of
othernative states, e.g., Raigarh and Sarangagarh ny 1886, Obviously the
Raja had established a good press by 18886, contrary to the belief held in
many circles that Jagannath Ballabh press was established in 1886 only.
“Masul”is the Oriya word which conveys the meaning offees payable to the
state. The Raja printed *masul” stamps in 1888. The philatelists call it the
first series of postage stamps of Bamra People were notinclinedto use the

_stamps even for court payments becausa it required earlier purchase and

storing before use. It was difficult to makje a envelope. People saw the
ample advantage of using British envelopes and cards. So the first series
of stamps remained in the statutues of “prepared for use" and not used
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THEMATICS

EVOLUTION

I Starmp collecting s lun, and 4 thematic collection should be enjoyed.
Any tleim included 8 chosen 1o give you pleasure. 1L is only in compettive
antnes that ceran rules must apply, and the lollowing obseivalions are
inlended as general guidelines. Any slamg listed by Gibbons in the appendix
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t d. J page 7

aven lorcvilcourts  The interest shown in the Bamra stamps by lorsigners
promated the Raja to go in lor a second senes of stamps with the intention
ol putting them (o real postal use. The second senes was pnntad in 1890.
while sale to slamp collectors wenl up, there was no perceplible use of
these slamps in his post offices which he gradually increased lo seven
branches, housed al all police oulposts which seved as centres of
adyudicauon of chl dispules  The Raja issued special court lee sslamps
with his portrait eady in 1893 By an order of 25.9,1893 he withdrew all
anna-and nupee- value poslage slamps lrom courts, and allowed one pice
and two pice slamps lor use both in postal and judicial services.

To know the genuinaness of any stamp ol Bamra. one has therelore to rely
on coun papers where these slamps have been used pnor 1o Seplembaer
1893 Dunng such searches | have come across examples ol ‘quarier
anna’ slamps, nol so far recordad in any calalogue. The Onya equivalent
ol quaner annais nolonly ‘ek paisa’butalso "tini pahi' (three pies). The new
vanaty reads 'ini pahi’ o three pies, andis pnnted on orangish yellow paper
which was used for one anna stamps. All the lour examples | have, have
been used on applications for setllement of land dunng Seplember, 1893
and all are with capital P seting and 4 mm elephant- lrunk and a agp
baiween ‘Fued’ and “tory’ in the upper-most line of the cliche. The 4th
stamp has the leh verucal bar benl and two space-gaps in the word
Faudatory. reading 'F' ‘eud ‘atory’, and elephanl-trunk pointing to the nghl.
one ol the 4 examples has very wide margins all around, suggestng thal
some indents for quarter anna (3 pies) stamps, were execuled so hurnedly
that the composer had no ime Lo stick to the slandard plates of 16 cliches
ol4 X4 Itseemslobe 2X2 The sheetswere supplied lo the police slations
and outposls where people used lo get courl lees stamps The 3 p stamps
are seenused only iIn Seplember 1893 |1 is reasonable lo suppose thal
hey have been pnnled inJuly or August 1893 The Raja had made wide
publicity of tus decision eardy in 1893 10 creale new villages within the
torests of his State and inviled applicatons for reclamation of land. The
minimum lees prescnbed lor such an applicalion was 4 annas and pnce ol
the stamp paper was 1 pice |l a persan could nol purchase a slate paper
he had o affix 1 pice stamp exira lor authenlication. Hence we lind four and
a quarter annas worth ol stamps affixed on all such applications.

None of these stamps. as in case ol other Bamra stamps. have been lound
used in postal ransaclions Naeither the Incka Study Circle’s Bamrma hand
book by RJ Banns nor any standard slamp catalogue records this ‘lini
paht’ stamps ol Bamra
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at the back of the catalogue should be avoided, as these are doubtiul issugs,
and many are only labals produced with thematic collectors in rund. When
faced with several stamps all vying for the one spolin the slory, choase the one
that fits in best visually and comes. if possible, from a country which has some
connection with the subject. Erik the Red and his Vikings come betler iom
Greenland 1982 than from Umm Al Giwain 1874).

A postally-used cover and mint slamps can share the sama page,
although mint and used stamps as such are not usually mixed. Unless il is
necassary toillustrate somethinglike a printing lechnique by a block of stamps,
a single stamp should be sulficient to make a point, for a block often implies a
shortage ol matenal.

Cavers, poslal stationery, meler marks, postmarks, stamp books
sk can all envich a collection, and this applies to most malerial 1ssuod
legiimately by a postal administration. Maximum cards and miniature shools
lake up a greal deal of space, and warrant a place only if they add lo the story.
Posicards should offer more than an appropriate piclure; bul the sams cards
poslad at an exhibition, parhaps with a special handstamp, adds considerable
philatelic interest.

A theme of absorbing inlerest is the wide one of “Evolution” which
can combine a whole range of sections, of concentrale on one particular
aspect. For the geological evolution of the world itself British Antarctic Territory
ilustrated (1982) ancient Gondwanaland and its breakup by continental diift
over millions of years into the 20th century Allred Wegner (Ausiia 80) offered
this theory of Continent Drift which has now been universally accepled. In
ocean depths floating continantal ‘plates’ continually move against each other
in areas of great voicanic instability, and sea-floor spreading builds up ridges
on which lie islands, the visible tops of mounlain fanges. The Mid-Atlantic
Ridge appeared in stamps commemorating the Royal Geographical Socioty
(Ascension & Tnistan 1980). Tristan (1982) illustrated the technical formation
of volcanic cones and the build-up lo an eruplion, and Ascansion (1978)
produced a stnp and bookle! showing a panoramaof volcanoes on this youthiul
island. lcaland lo the north olfers a varety of eruptions, and the South
Sandwich Islands (FID 984) on the ool of lhe same ridge, depicl some
forbidding volcances in sub-Antarctica. Volcanic landscapes show the earih's
crustin the very process of formation, and the actual eruplion can be so violent
that, like Krakatoa in 1883 (Indonesia 1984), the enlire mountain itsall is blown
to infinity. Types of rock and mineral content can be groupe such as the
ancient granites of the Scotish Caimgorms (GB 1966) and English Lakes (GB
1970 Grasmers), and the younger Tertiary basalls forming the sclidified ‘steps’
of the Giants Causeway (GB 1981).

Itwas the study of rock strata and the lossils enlombed within them
that in the 16th and 19th centuries led 1o the clash batween new scientfic
thoughts and conventional religious belials, the scientsls holding many
differsnt views. Carl Linnaeus (Sweden 1978) who classified plants and
animals info groups according to their similarities, held the orthodax view that
the worki was 6,000 years old according to Biblical intrepretation, and that all
species remained unchanged in the form in which they were created The
French natuaralist Georges Bulfon (1949) suggesied that earth was far older

+ than imagined. Alexander von Humbald! (Germany DDR 1969). Georges

Cuvier (France 1969) and others investigating rock layers, proved thal sach
strata could be daled according lo its fossil content. Cuvier found there were
no modern equivalents of the oxtinct marine tilobite and flying plerodactyl
(DDR 1973), and since then fossil plants, trees (USA 1974), andeven loolprints
(Lesoth 1984) and bones (Zambia 1973) of the huge dinosaurs clearly pointed
to a process of evolution. Sir Charles Lyall claimed that all things fell info
perspactive if enough geological time was added, sa thal rock coudd form from
sediments eroded and deposited in the normal cycle of decay and reconstruc-
tion over a period of immensa time. A complets secbion can be devoled 1o
Chartes Darwin and his deliberations over 20 years that culminatad in his Origin
ofSpecies, and his theory of survival of the ittest by means of nalural selecbon.
Britain marked his death centenary in 1982 by issuing a sel showing a
ruminative old man and the giant reptiles peculiar ko the Galapagos Islands.
where the beaks of finches. descended from a commeon slock, have changed
physically to adapt 1o different environments, There were many inteiesing
handstamps and stamps lrom other counines. The evolution ol Man lollowed
logically, and the Descenl ol Man suggested that man and apes shared a
common ancestry, a theory thal really upsel established thoughls.

Earth is aboul 4,500 million years old, and hife probably began
during the past 570 million years, ol which only the last 3 mullion spans the age
of Man, This section of evolution is so enormous thal il can be tealed
completely separalely as a theme in ils own nght. Many new discovories have
been made recently which are still being evaluated. Excavatons in Okiuval
Gorge (Tanzania 1965) and Lake Turkana produced two dislincl groups ol
haminids who were conlemporaries roughly 3,000,000 years ago, the small:
brained Australopithecine or ‘Nulcracker Man' (Kenya 1982), and the shorn
maker of primibve anceslor (Cuba 1967) Aslonshing by 500.000 BC his
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descendant he large-brainad and taller Home srectus (Kenya 1082) had
spread across avas! area 8o that losslls of his type and his lools are known from
China ko Germany and in North and East Africa. A fine huntar, he controfled
fire and produced the first siandardised ol, the all-purposs handaxe. The
shorl, hardy Neanderthal, thick-skulled and low-browed (Cuba 1967) was
dominant before the lsst lce Aga, and his implaments and lood placed by the
dead implies some sort of beiis! in e afier death. They were supplanted by
our own H.saplana of 35,000 to 5,000 BC who carved ivory and bone handies
for fint and l6ft & record of the animels and his huniing e in cave
Moditarranean, and the fantastic paintings of their descendants in the caves al
Altamira (Spain 1987) and Lascaux (French art 1988) conlinue o defight us.
ARer tha |ce Age Lhe rising ssa-level isolatad Britaln (Jersey 1982), and here
and inwestsrn Europe larming communities erectad great megalithic standing
alones (Guarmsey 1977) or passage graves like Hougue Bie (Jersey 1969) of
Hm{hﬂ1ﬂ3}.mﬂhhrd~mﬁdmma
mathematics and estonomy in the crealing of the unique Stone Henge.
Maanwhile In Mesopotamia the whael, pottery kilne and Sumevian pictographs
wera invented (Venda 1962), and written language was born. Each step in
modern Man's progress can be minutely documentsd - the rise of great and
ancient civilizations, the development of religion, the arts, the working
of fine metals and advancing technology. From Sione Age to Space
Age, Man's sojoum on earth is a mere biink of time.

BARBARA LAST

MOPHILA SALON (MODERN PHILATELY)

The declelon of the F.LP. 83rd Congress held st Seoul In
August regerding "Mophila Ssion'

The F.1.P. Congress al Ssoul decided to keép Mophila as an
exparimenial Class in F.|.P. Exhibitions. The period coversd
was increased from the last 10 years fo the last 15 years. The
xhibits will be judged by & specialists jury and not by the visitors.
Otherold guidelines - only philatelic materials on 3 to 5 frames will

continue fo apply.

Post Independence India

single & year packs

INVASION !

BARABARALAST

The Celts in Britain had given considerable assistance 10 thelr
kinsmen in Gaul against the Romans, and Jufius Caesar (ltaly 1920)
eventually determined to cary the war across the Channel. At midnight in
nmm.c.mmmamoMnﬂwm‘mm
the moming ight saw the white diiffs of Dover crowned with amed men’®.

The invasion flest landed near Deal, and as the transpoits
grounded, the islandars rods inlo the sur 1o attack with chariots and horse.
Lpuimhhhuhhﬁmnﬁmdumdhbhimd“
and javelins, and Cassar brought up his warships, and with catapuits and
arrows fired at the Britieh flank. The native chiefs finally surmendered. But
Caocsar's supporting flest of 18 cavalry transports was swept away, and his
fleet damaged by the high tide of the full moon. Later the Romans withdrew
to Gaul with prisoners and hosiages. .

- Caesar retumed the following year with five legions and 2,000
cavalry, overwheiming the natives with the sight of his great fleet of 300
ships. mmmmwmmm.mw
mw.mdmupmmmpm-munmmm
march northwards. A mobile force harried the invaders by leaping oul of
Mrchaﬁotu!oathdt.mdhapingbockhmlndhbhhmmd
marshes al speed. After croasing the Thames the defenders dwindled in
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able lo negotiate a setilement, retuming to Rome with more hostages. For
nearly a hundred years Britain had no occuppying power but sent a fixed
annual tribute to Rome,

in 43A.D. a Roman invasion force of about 20,000 conquered
theisland. The tribes were too independent to unite, and subjugation was
a painful experience. Garrisons were established at Colchester and
Lincoln, and the Brilish were driven westwards, still fighting a fierce guerilla
war. London developed into a rich and busy trading centre with the largest
basilica or civic building north of the Alps.

But the Romans made a grave error of judgment and flogged
Boadicea, Queen of the lceni, and ravished her daughters. FPreviously the
lceni had been one of the most co-operative of the tribes, but natives all
rosa to avenge the insult. Retribution was terble. The Sth Legion from
Lincoln was slaughtered without trace, and Boadicea swept through the
main Roman centres, and razed Colchester. London and St.Albans.
Tacitus claimed that in the three lowns over 70,000 were massacred "by
sword, cross, gibbet or fire", and a deep layer of ashes in City excavations
bear witness to this tribal revenge. Suetonius, who had just destroyed the
seat of British resistance on Angiesey, marched eastwards, and his men,
heavily outnumbered, vanquished the tribes by superior discipline and
tactics. No quarter was given. The Romans gamisoned Chester and York,
built Hadrian's Wall to keep out the Picts, erected the pharos at Dover, and
for nearly 400 years protecled a rich and peaceful Britain. A Roman
Centunon (GB 5G888) marked York's 1900th anniversary in 1971.
Constantine the Great was bom in York in 274A.D., and was proclaimed
emperor there by the legions in 306 A.D. A chaming series of Christmas
stamps from St.Helena, designed by Jennnifer Toombs, shows medieval
glass from the windows of the parish church of Ashton-under-Lyne,
recording Constantine's birth (St. Helena 1985 SG 453) with the ancient
Britons and Romans dreseed in 15th century garments!

As the power of Rome declined, so from about 367 A.D. did
savage altacks increase from the Teutonic tribes, who made their way
down the west coast of Europe, crossed the channel, and invaded the
south and east coasts from Southampton to the Humber. Their open
longboats crewed by 30-40, and powered only by the cars of 14 men, were
ideal for nosing up the creeks and shallow waterways. These fierce Anglo-
Saxons who originally came to pillage, slayed to faim. Theirs was no
plannedinvasion, but rathera mass migration from about441 A.D., with the
invaders setlling in loose communities bound by ties of blood and oaths of
loyalty. This was the time of the great warrior, Arthur (GB 1885 SG 1284),
who roughly 50 years. Little is known about this Romano-British leader,
most of the romantic traditions attached to his name being medisval
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: additions, but the Welsh Annals refer to his death in 538 A.D. and the "strife

of Camiann, in which Arthur and Medraut (Mordred) perished, and there
was a great plague in Britain and Ireland".

The Saxons overran the southem countries, and Cerdic's ves-
sels took Southampton. Cerdic, Saxon chieftain and first king of Wessex,
was the ancester of Alfred the Great, and the virtual founder of the British
monarchy. The 1d coin of Cuthred (d.661) another descendant was
featured on the 35p stamp book of 1973,

Saxons gave their name ot Essex, Sussex, Wessex and
Middlesex _ the lands of the East, South, West and Middle Saxons. Our
knowledge of this period comes from the Venerable Bede, and Anglo-
Saxon Chronicles. Dynastic rivalry was intense between the tribal con-
federations of the 7th and 8th centuries, but gradually their people became
converted ot Christianity, and several Saxon kings were crowned on the
Coronation Stone still to be seen at kingston-upon-Thames,

The advent of their distant kinsmen, the Viking pagans from
Norway and Denmark, was calamitous. Their dragon-prowed longboals
with striped sails swept in form the north, slaying, ravishing, plundering.
Seizing horses they rode inland, spreading temor by fire and sword, and
carying off young men and women as slaves. the great centres of culture
and leaming in the abbeys and monasteries were obliterated. Wessex
alone remained, hopelessly outnumbered, as the last Christian kingdom of
England. By paying protection money in the form of danegeld Alfred
bought time to organise resisiance, while the Danes haggled and divided
their hand into status Roughly equivalent to the present day counties of
East Anglia and the Midlands. Alfred founded the first English fleet by
building war-galleys largerthan the Viking ships and defeating the Norsemen
at sea before they could land. Gradually Alfred's half-Welsh, half-Saxon
people bacame victorious, and Alfred, knowing he could not stem the
Norse invasion indefinitely, in his great wisdom offered peace. The Danes
returned to their homes, the Saxons ruling in the south, and Danelaw
operating in the north, although the coasts continued to be haried by
raiding bands.

Alfred, with his capital at Winchester, was inspired with the great
vision of a united Chnstian England with the centres of civilisation and
leaming restored. It did not coma about in his time, but he laid the
foundations. His greai-grandson Edgar was the first acknowleged king of
all England, and parts of his Coronation service at Bath 973 A.D. are siill
used today. King Edgar visited Chesterthe following year, and was rowed
on the River Dee by eightlesserkings (IOM 1974 SG 51). He commanded
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Magnus Haraldson of the Isles, the descendant of Vikings who had seized
Man in 938 A.D., to rid the seas of marauding Norsemen. Magnus had a
fleet of about 3,600, and a fight between his men and a Norse fleet is seen
on |OM SG52.

Edgars son, Ethelred || the Unready, fledignominiously from the
Danes, and King Canute of Denmark took the throne, becoming by right of
conquest king of England, Norway and Sweden, ruling justly after Alfred's
example. Unfortunately he died in 1085, and eventually the English royal
house was restored seven years later in the person of Ethelred's son,
Edward the Confessor (Guemsay 1969 SG13). A pious incompetent, he
was totally absorbed in devout works and the building of his abbey church
atWest Minister (GB 1966 SG 687). He nominated William his cousin and
Duke of Normandy, as his successor, but upon his deathbed in January
1066 switched 1o his brother-in-law Harold, who was duly elected by the
Witan (Parfiament), although he had previously, under constraint, forsworn
the Engligh throne and promised to uphold William's claim.

Harald Haardraada, king of Norway (SG 1850 SG408), was
another contender for the crown, wishing to incorporate Britain into his
Scandinavian empire. In September Haardraada's flest landed near the
great Viking centre at York. Harold, waiting for William in the south,
marched his men at speed up the old Roman road, and after covering the
last 30 miles from daybreak on 25 September, his warriors fell upon the
Vikings at Stamiford Bridge, where Haardraada perished.

William'sinvasion fleet, depicted on Gordon Drummeond's Europa
1982 (Guemsey SG254) design, had been waiting for a favourable wind.
His ship Mora (Poland 1963 SG 1374 ), surpassing all others in speed and
size, had been given o him by Matilda, his wife, and flew the standard of
St.George (still flown by the Navy today) which had been presented to him
by the Pope. A transport "packed from bow to stem with men and horses’
is shown on GB 8G711. The news of Wiliiam's landing was immediately
galloped north to York, and Harold's army marched grimiy south to repel
this new invasicn. His own house-carls were the finest infantry in Europe,
but they were wom by the forced marches, and most of his army were
peasants, no match for William's mounted warriors. Atdusk on 14 October
1086 on Senlac Hill near Hastings Harold fell, surrounded by his slain. A
Nomnan wrote,’In the English ranks the only movement was the dropping
ofthe dead ... those sons of the old Saxon race, the mostdauntiess of men”.

The Bayeux Tapestry, stitthed forQueen Matilda, illustrates the
Mormnan invasion and conquest of England. Scenes from it were chosen
for Britain's 900th anniversary of the Battle of Hastings, and thers are many
postmarks based uponit. William vowed to build an abbey should victory

be his. Battle Abbey was duly consiructed and isused as the Motif for Battie
philatelic handstamp. Jennifer Toombs pictured Harold and William with
a Saxon chur drawing therir attention to Halley's Comet which appeared
atthattime, and was incorporatedinto the tapestry (Jersey 1986). France's
offering (SG 1722) showed William and his birthplace Falaise Caslle,
together with his landing at Pevensey.

William | was crowned in the new Westminister Abbey (GB
8G687), and set about a massive programme of rebuilding castles and
churches, His kesp and palace, the White Tower of the Tower of London,
was builtin 1078 (SG1054) within the Romanfort and city walls, His castie
at Windsor guarded the upper reaches of the Thames. As a King he was
devout, clear-sighted, and an able but ruthless administrator. He com-
missioned the Domesday Survey to facilitale taxation throughout the land,
and introduced Norman feudalism, all men being first and foremost the
King's men. His barons were compelled to pay homage and taxes, and
provide a fixed number of mounted, armoured knights to support the
Crown. The barons in tum protected their tenants, and farmed out their
lands in a similar fashion to vassal knights. The new GB slamps illustrate
four different classes of serf, freeman, knight and baron in contemporary
style, although they are the artist's own interpretation. William grafted a
framework of feudal rights on to the old Saxon and Danish customs which
he leftmore orleas unchanged. Norman remains up and down the couniry
bear witness to the last greatinvasion of England, and the beginning of the
welding together of William's polyglot subjectsinto one nation - the English.

QUOTABLE QUOTES
People generally quarrel since they cannot argue.
- G.K. Chesterton
You're never a loser until you quit trying.

- Mike Ditka

Pride is listless, colourless, odourless, and sizelss.
Yet, it is the hardest thing to swallow.

- August Black

-



PHILATELIC TERMS =XPLAINED
EDITOR, SIPA

“Sleepers”
lehmh*mhmlmhhmw.Mbh
Mmmm hmmmmw, N reads: “An unsus-
slamp”.

Whet & daer o suétiort is handing a lnge accumuation of stamps and covers, o an
dxanaive gériotal GSNOEIN, 1 s viially Fibosbitio - and, ganseally, & waste of Bme - 1o
scnfinise aach atafp Individualy 5o that i ie only the obviously important and more highly
pricad stampa that are picked out. However, among the run-of-the il mallerial ther
beamdwmmmhmmmm“aw.mwh
previous Owner,

Amhmmmmmuhwwhmpmumm
mmmmmummummamm
counterpan with an idenlies) ace.

The Greal Britakh 1885 & Rac provides a good example. The normal watermark is  r0se
ineachupper carmir of the stamp and a thistia and sharmvock. respecively, inthe lower comens.
The printings Irom pletés § and 6 have one had besn damaged o lost duing the prird run and
4 1099 "B wart wiredin error 1o the dandy rollin replacemert. The nonmal stsmpis catalogusd
al £3 andihe rror st E300 (bothused. How many general collscion would spol the diference
on a casual inspacion?

The 1812 1d of Great Britain is priced al 25p minl. There are three minar, bed distind,
prrting flaws in which the "0° of "ONE looks ke a 0", the prics iag starting af £ 200.
Sometimes, 1 is & smal perloration diflerence ae with the Greal Brilain 1911 1/2d green,
nermally perl. 1514 bul known with perd. 14. The price dillersnce makes & worth looking out
for: minl £1.75 and £9,260 (per!.14); used 60p and £ 200 (ped. 14). Shados play their part, as
with (he 1912 1/2d Cyprus green irom a 1014 printing catalogued al £ 2.250 and the 2 1/2d
FPrussian blué of the same lssus,

MTMMMmhMMNMU‘m“
sioapers from & parts of The wrokd as careful study o the Gibbons (or other) catalogisse shows.
118 1p lo each collactor o be alert and nolt be caught napping by a sleeper!

Another class of sleeper is rather dfferent. Phiaieiic joumaliets wiiing aboul the stamp
markal iend 10 use the word slkesper when referring 1o a perlectly normal stamp which, in thei
judgrment, is in strang demmand and short supply and, therelore, el o ise quickly in value. This

is tether in the nilure of a gusssing game since manipulation of slocks mey be causing &,

WUW- Only time will prove or disprove the genuine scarclly of the slamps
involved.
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COINS COLLECTION

INDIA MAGADH, MAURYA PERIOD SILVER COINS,
HINDU RAJA, MUGHAL PERIOD
SILVER, COPPER COINS

TEECHIE

SHER SHAH SURI, DELHI SULTAN,
BENGALSULTAN SILVER COINS

INDIAN STATES SILVER COINS:
ALWAR, BIKANER, BUNDI STATES,
JAMMU & KASHMIR, KISHANGAHH,
MAHARAJA RANJIT SINGH Etc.,

STAMPS

INDIA PRE & POST
INDEPENDENCE USED & MINT i
EARLY INDIA CANCELLATIONS.

WRITE TO: : I

SUBHASH CHANDRA,
K. 57/47, NAWAPURA,
VARANASI-221 001.

\ | J
SIPA BULLETIN

MAILS TO AND FROM INDIA

D. HAMMOND GILES

The story of the India-
UK. mais from e 17h
centiry uitil the mid-15%h
caniury, whenthe P&OLine
became repsonsile lor the
camiage of all sea mails

i Imagine the thoughts
o Of the early writars who
%7 hadgoneto INDIA o serve

LONDON
/SHIPLRE,

4

that it would take nine
monthsto ayear, perhaps,
to reach Britain, and some
two years before a reply
could be received' Per-
haps aven it might never
reach its destination, but
be lost with the camying
ship on the long and haz-
ardous sea joumney. Such
were the frequency of
these disasters thet the
writers would invariably
send a duplicate letter by
another ship in the hope
that one at least would

POSTEPAID ¢
\CATCUTTA /

KINGS POSTAGE
anive. In those days al | COMPY'S INLANDIDE
comsepondence hadtobe Lo

hand written and then labourigly copied out, for there were no
typawriters or carbon paper at that period.

During the 16th and 17th centuries, latters were conveyed
bstween the two countries by private arrmagements, ususaily
through the ship's mater or & travelling friend. By the Post Office
Act of 1660 letters brought into Britain by merchant ships ware
meda ‘subject to Inland Postage’ but as the ships' masters re-
ceived no payment for not handing them over, few latiers were
handed 1o the Post Office, and naturally, no Post Office markings
are found on such letters,

in order to capture more of the incoming mail the Post Office,
at the beginning of the 18th century, began to offer voluniarily to
pay a gratuity of one penny for every letter handed over at the port
of arrival. This gratuity became legal under the Act of 1711, when
lettars became subject to two rates, the ship's captain's fee andthe
inland postage, and the combined rate was usually shown in
manuscript, somstimes precaded by the words ‘In alf'.

British Ship Letter Receipt Stamps

It was not until 1786 that ship letier handstamps were first used
on the incoming mail, when following the Act of 1785, theie was a
genaeral issue of port (named) stamps, such as ths 'London/Ship
Lre' starrp.

This mark was usaed on letters emanating from ali pans of the
world during 1766-81, but the majority were on lsiters irom India,
with which the greatest maritime commerce was then cariod oi
and London was the home port of most of the ships of the +ion, East
India Company. Similar stamps were usedatotherporr - from
1798 the design of this handstamp was changed fromin, . lime
for all ports in Britain.

MAY - JUNE 1664



British Ship Letter Despatch Stamps

Before the 18th century outgoing letters to India were also
privately arranged with the masters of the ships sailing from British
ports. The Act of 1711 then made the despatch of let*ars by private
ship illegal if they could be sent’by the Post Office reguiar packets
but there was then no packet service to India. By the Act of 1788
the Post Office was authorised to despatch letters by vessels that
were not regular packets but the Hon, E.|.C. refusedto co-operate
with the Post Office or order their captains to carry such mail. The
only means, therefore, of sending letters to India was in the ‘care
of the captain' of one of the E.|.C.’s ships or ‘by favour of a
passenger or member of the ship's crew. Thus, no British ship
letter handstamps are found on letters despatchedto India before
1815. =

Atlast, in 1815, the British Post Office arrived at a compromise
with the Hon. E.I.C. and took over the India-U.K. mails, subject to
certain concessions to the Company, and under the Act of 1815
monthly packets were established albeit at a high rate of postage,
though letters sent by ‘private ship' incurred a lower rate. Forthe
first time as a result of this Act letters despatched to India were
stamped with London handstruck marks, to distinguish ‘packst’
letters from ‘ship’ lstters.

No effort was made to improve the service by providing a new
fleet of fast packet ships and the service proved to be no quicker
than the former private ships. This, together with the heavy
‘packet’ postage rates, became subject {8 severe complaint from
the public. The Act of 1815 was therefore repealed in1819 by an
act which allowed the despatch of letters to the East Indies by
means other than the Post Office. Letters sent through the Post
Office were stampedto indicate thatthe postage had been prepaid
but letters sentthrough otherchannelsi.e. by private ship, were not
stamped at all in Britain.

Early Indian Handstruck Stamps

Most letters between Britain and India arrived at, or des-
patchedthorough, the main Presidency Ports of Madras, Calcutta
and Bombay and the earliest referance to ship letter postage being
liable to levy in India appears in the Warren Hastings Post Office
reforms of 1774 under which letters coming from seaward were
liable to half postage which was paid on dslivery. No Indian ship
letter receipt stamps, however, have been seen before 1807.

The earliest reference to postage on letters sent to Europe is
inthe Bombay ‘Courier’ of 1783 and also in the contents of a private
letter written from Madras in 1794 where the rates were quoted _
and very heavy they were 10o. No trace of any postage rates on
letters sent seaward from Calcutta have been found before 1798
butthree coversfrom Calcutta, all dated 1794, have been recordsd
with the earliest Indian ship letter despatch stamp as illustrated.

A great variety of Indian ship letter stamps were used from
1799 and those of particular interest are the stamps used during
the short life of the English Ship Letter Act of 1815, more commonly
known as ‘King’s Post’ marks, some of the stamps incorporating
the words ‘King's Postage' in their make-up. "

Cape Route

All letters so far referred to were conveyed by the long and
tedious, not to say, dangerous route via the Cape, and most were
carried, after the repeal of the 1815 Act, by the ships of the Hon.
E.I.C. on behalf of the Post Office, but were subject to certain
concessions when compared with rates charged on letters to
Britain from elsewhere in the world other than the East Indies.

The fact, however, remained that the letters were all involved
in a very long transit time, because the same slow old-fashioned
square-rigged East Indiamen continued to be used still taking up
to nine months or more per voyage. From 1813 the East Indis
Company lost its monopoly of trade with the East Indies and trade
through other channels increased steadily, demanding a quicker
service.

With the introduction of vessels propelled by steam, and the
crossing of the Atlantic by steamship in 1819, thoughts turned to
the use of steamers to carry mails to and from India. In 1825, the
Enterprize 479 tons, under Captain Johnson, journeyed by the
Cape to Calcutta taking 113 days proving that it was possible. But
the time taken for the journey was disappointing.

Thoughts then turned from the Cape route by steamer to a
shorter alternative way that had occasionally been used in the
past, namely the overland route, sither via the Persian Gulf and
across overland from Susz to Alexandria and then via the Mediter-
ranean to Britain.

200 DIFFERENT STAMPS FROM 200 DIFFERENT}
COUNTRIES. ALL LARGE RS 200 00



